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The person to be contacted regarding the proposed rule is: Facility and Records Management Director
Name of person originating the proposed rule: John Vance
Name of supervisor or person who approved the proposed rule: Melinda McGrath
Purpose: 
To establish a policy to standardize procedures governing the operation and maintenance of all wastewater treatment plants maintained by the Mississippi Department of Transportation in order to comply with guidelines set forth by the Federal Environmental Protection Agency.  
Summary: 
This rule sets the requirements necessary for the Mississippi Department of Transportation to comply with guidelines set forth by the Federal Environmental Protection Agency for all wastewater treatment plants maintained by the Department of Transportation.
The full text of the proposed rule is:

All cites herein refer to the most current version of the cited document.

GENERAL

All highway roadside parks, rest areas, weigh stations, or welcome centers with wastewater treatment facilities shall hold a valid permit issued by the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, hereinafter the “DEQ”, in accordance with guidelines set forth by the Federal Environmental Protection Agency.  The Roadway Design Division is responsible for obtaining the initial permit(s) for the construction or reconstruction of a wastewater treatment facility.  The Maintenance Division is responsible for permit renewals for all wastewater treatment facilities.  All permit renewals must be kept on file in the Maintenance Division with copies made available to the District Wastewater Treatment Operators.  No treated or untreated wastewater shall be discharged into any public stream, named or unnamed, without a valid permit. The wastewater treatment plants shall be operated at all times in strict accordance with permit requirements.

A.
District Wastewater Treatment Operator

1.
This person will insure that the Department complies with the rules and regulations promulgated by DEQ.

2.
The operator shall thoroughly familiarize himself with all control tests (chemical and physical), effluent limitations, and monitoring frequencies required by applicable DEQ rules and regulations.

3.
Quarterly operational logs and DEQs’ Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMR) shall be submitted by the District Wastewater Treatment Operator to DEQ with a copy to the Departments’ Maintenance Division regarding the operation of each wastewater treatment plant.  The logs and DMR’s shall be submitted at the times and places set out in DEQ rules and regulations.  The quarterly operation log shall comply with all DEQ rules and regulations.

4. Certification

Each District Wastewater Treatment Operator shall:

(a)
Be certified by the Mississippi Water and Pollution Control Operators Association, Inc., or its equivalent,

(b) 
Hold a Class II Certificate of Competency as approved by DEQ, and

(c)
Attend periodic training sessions and short courses as required to maintain a valid certificate.

B.
MAINTENANCE DIVISION

1.
The State Maintenance Engineer shall appoint a representative to review the quarterly 
reports for all wastewater treatment plants to determine if they are in compliance with the permit requirements. Said Maintenance Division representative will advise the District Wastewater Treatment Operator of any violations.

2. The Maintenance Division shall serve as a liaison between all District Wastewater Treatment Operators. The Maintenance Division will, upon request, assist the Districts in all phases of operating and maintaining wastewater treatment plants.

REFERENCES:
(All references herein to other materials are as to the most current version of that particular document.)
1. Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality.

2. Federal Environmental Protection Agency.

3. Mississippi Water and Pollution Control Operators Association, Inc.
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