M-10 MARINE HIGHWAY CORRIDOR

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Mississippi Department of Transportation is proud to be the lead sponsoring agency in representing the M-10 Marine Highway Corridor.  The M-10 Corridor is a commercial waterway system which includes the Gulf of Mexico, the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, and connecting commercial navigation channels, ports, and harbors.  Spanning from Texas to Florida, this marine route parallels the I-10 interstate corridor, and connects to the M-49 Corridor at Morgan City, LA, the M-65 Corridor in Mobile, AL, and the M-55 Corridor in New Orleans, LA.

The I-10 Corridor accommodates considerable east-west freight movement, and the U.S. DOT has identified major freight truck bottlenecks at several points along this corridor.  Additionally, freight rail congestion has become a challenge.  According to The National I-10 Freight Study, 400 miles of the corridor have been operating at an unacceptable level of service, and corridor traffic is expected to grow significantly by the year 2025.  Fortunately, the extensive network of coastal, intracoastal, and inland waterways along this marine route can offer relief to the existing and projected travel delays on the highly congested interstate.

The idea is to consider the whole modal network as interconnected; using all of the modes of transportation together to create a more streamlined system of moving goods and people to their final destinations.  Through a multimodal system of utilizing barges, container ships, trucks, and freight and passenger trains, meeting the transportation requirements of the 21st century can be accomplished.

For further information about this project, please click on the MARAD link.





