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Improved Transportation Connections: 
Community Transit & Multimodal Facilities  

 

The State of Mississippi has made significant strides to improve transportation connectivity and increase mobility options 

for Mississippi residents.   The collaboration of Federal, State and Local government entities resulted in the construction/ 

renovation and completion of seven transportation facilities highlighted below.   

The City of Brookhaven through the use of a $1.5 million FTA Section 5309 grant constructed a State of the Art Multimod-

al Transportation Facility.  The facility offers access to transit and Amtrak commuter rail services.  The facility has im-

proved mobility options for the residents of Brookhaven and surrounding areas to employment, education, medical and 

quality of life services.  

The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians- Choctaw Transit held the ribbon cutting ceremony for its newly constructed Re-

gional Maintenance Facility.  The $2.5 million project was funded by 

the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, Tribal Transit Ameri-

can Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the Multimodal Transporta-

tion Improvement Program. The regional facility boast twelve (12) 

bays offering technologically advanced transit vehicle maintenance, 

repairs and vehicle wash services for the partners of the fourteen coun-

ty Eastern Mississippi/EZTAG regional coordination group area.  

The Delta Area Rapid Transit System (DARTS) located in Clarksdale, 

Mississippi renovated its maintenance facility to improve security and 

expand vehicle maintenance operations. The renovation project was 

multi-funded by 

the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act, Section 5311 Rural Area 

Program, Aaron Henry Community Health Services Center, Inc. and 

the Multimodal Transportation Improvement Program.  
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cont’d... 
The DARTS Maintenance Facility is used by transit providers 

throughout the Mississippi Delta and has reduced costs associated 

with vehicle maintenance and repairs due to an increased empha-

sis on preventive maintenance services. 

The Jackson Medical Mall Foundation developed a unique concierge transportation program.  The $67 thousand 

project was funded by the Section 5317 New Freedom Program and the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation.   The 

program provides special assistance for clients who are disabled or who may not be able to exert too much energy 

after receiving services such as Dialysis.  Clients are transported via a golf cart to the newly constructed waiting 

room area before and after their medical appointment. The program 

has enhanced the quality of life of patients receiving medical care 

and has also allowed for a more efficient drop-off and pick up for 

transit services.   

The Oxford University Transit System held the ribbon cutting cere-

mony for  its newly constructed Richard C. Howorth Maintenance 

Facility in December 2013.  The $1.3 million project was funded 

by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), FTA 

Section 5309 Program, City of Oxford and the Multimodal Transportation Improvement Program. The facility 

was dedicated to the former City Mayor for his transit visionary efforts.  City Planner Tim Akers at the ribbon 

cutting ceremony stated that “Public transit not only reduces travel by automobile and provides transportation to 

those without vehicles, but it is also good for the City’s local economy.”    

The Mississippi Delta and the Delta Rides Regional Coordination Group celebrated the construction of a Regional 

Call Center Facility and the renovation of the Bolivar County Council on Aging Administration Building.  The 

$183 thousand project was funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  The Regional Call 

Center is the first in the State and provides a 1-800 scheduling and routing number in addition to dispatching ca-

pabilities for transit services within the region. 

Lastly, the Natchez Transit System in November 2013 held the rib-

bon cutting ceremony for the newly constructed Natchez Regional 

Transit Center and Maintenance Facility.  The 9,000 square-foot fa-

cility is designed to improve access to transportation options for 

transit riders who live and work in rural Southwest Mississippi.  The 

$4 million transit facility was funded by the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA), the Section 5311 Rural Area Program, 

City of Natchez, and the Multimodal Transportation Improvement 

Program.    

   U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx 
“Public transportation provides much needed ac-“Public transportation provides much needed ac-“Public transportation provides much needed ac-
cess to jobs, medical care and other vital services cess to jobs, medical care and other vital services cess to jobs, medical care and other vital services 
for residents in our nation’s rural communities.’ for residents in our nation’s rural communities.’ for residents in our nation’s rural communities.’    

Pictured Above: Richard C. Howorth Maintenance Facility 

Pictured Above: Natchez Regional Transit Center Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony  
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 Mississippi Public Transit Association  

Roadeo Winners 
The Mississippi Public Transit Association (MPTA) recently held its 2014 Annual Roadeo at the Pearl River Re-
sorts in Choctaw, MS.  The winners of the Roadeo are as follows: 

 
Bus Winners 
 Christopher Chickway – 1st place,  Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indi-

ans-Choctaw Transit 
 Sam Evan – 2nd place, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians-Choctaw 

Transit 
 Cherry Nelson – 3rd place Northeast Mississippi Community Service 

Transit 
 
Van Winners 
 Lester Adams – 1st place, Mississippi Valley State University Transit 
 Otis Mingo – 2nd place, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, Choctaw 

Transit 
 Barbara Fair – 3rd place,  Northeast Mississippi Community Service 

Transit 
  
CTAA EXPO 2014 Van 
 Lester Adams – 2nd place, Mississippi Valley State University Transit 

COMMUNITY TRANSIT COORDINATION SPOTLIGHT 
 
Residents of Winston County and the City of Louisville will never forget April 28, 2014.  It was the day that 

strong storms and tornadoes ravaged the area leaving much of the County unrecognizable.  In the aftermath of 

the disaster, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians– Choctaw Transit (MBCI) sprung into action to provide emer-

gency relief to the thousands of residents without power, water, shelter and access to vital services.  

MBCI with the authority of the Tribal Administration sent two buses and  one van to the disaster site. With the 

coordination of the City of Louisville and the Mississippi Emergency Management Authority, MBCI was placed 

on standby to provide transportation services as needed. 
 

MBCI is commended for its willingness and quick response to provide 

emergency relief to the EZTAG regional community.  Community 

Transit providers have the opportunity to be part of their region’s 

Emergency Preparedness Plan and play a pivotal role in the unlikely 

event of a disaster. 
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  We encourage you to share innovative ideas, techniques and uplifting stories about your transit system and/or a special client.  
Please email newsletter topic ideas to Janice Yancey at jyancey.mdot.ms.gov 

“Congratulations to all winners and everyone “Congratulations to all winners and everyone “Congratulations to all winners and everyone 
who participated in the 2014 Annual MPTA who participated in the 2014 Annual MPTA who participated in the 2014 Annual MPTA 
Roadeo!”Roadeo!”Roadeo!”   

S. WilsonS. WilsonS. Wilson   



Melinda L. McGrath, P.E. 
Executive Director 
 
Charles R. Carr 
Director, Office of Intermodal Planning 
 
Shirley F. Wilson  
Director, Public Transit Division  

Public Transit Division 
401 North West Street Jackson, MS 39201 
Phone: 601-359-7800 
Fax: 601-359-7777 
www.mdot.ms.gov 

Did You Know? 
Did you know that from 1995 through 2012, Community Transportation ridership in-
creased by 35%—a growth rate higher than the 18% increase in U.S. population and 
higher than the 22% growth in the use of the nation’s highways over the same period.  

American Public Transportation Association 

 
Twitter users: Follow us 

@Mississippi DOT 
 

Discuss Community  
Transportation using 

#CommuteMS 
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