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Enhancing the Quality of Live:
Community Transportation partners with Disability
Community for the Journey Skyward.

Each July, the Journey of Hope Cyclists ride through Jackson on their journey from California to Washington DC. We also celebrate
with the Journey Skyward, giving plane trips to people with disabilities. Hinds County Human Resource Agency partnered with LIFE
and ARC of MISSISSIPPI to provide transportation for disabled participants to the event. The event was held July 11,2014 at Hinds
Community College’s John Bell Williams Field in Raymond. (Pictures courtesy of Dr. Scott Crawford)
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Senior Fun & Informational Day

Sponsored by the Holmes County TRIAD/ Delta Rides Regional Group
North Central PDD-Area Agency on Aging
Lexington, MS

The Holmes County TRIAD along with the Delta Rides Regional Group and the North Central PDD’s Area Agen-
cy on Aging sponsored a Senior Fun & Informational Day at the Lexington Multi-Purpose Building in Lexing-
ton, MS. This interactive, informative meeting was designed to provide information to area seniors on Healthy
Eating, Physical Fitness and Area Transportation Options. Presentations were made by Senator David Jordan
(District 24), Rep. Bryant Clark (District 47), Mayor Clinton Cobbins, City of Lexington, and Primus
Wheeler,. This fun event was held on October 1, 2014.Photos courtesy of Charles and Annie Brown, Holpres Coun-




Transit keeps people moving in rural Mississippi

In Clarksdale, Mississippi, in the heart of the Delta, public transportation is a real lifeline. Rid-
ership there and in the seven-county region served by the Delta Area Rural Transit System
(DARTS) has grown 40% in the last two years, offering many a connection to jobs, healthcare,
and a full life in their community.

That’s why it’s absolutely essential that the buses keep running safely and reliably. And that’s
what DARTS and the Aaron E. Henry Community Health Services Center will be able to do now
that they've modernized and upgraded their regional maintenance facility, thanks in part to Feder-
al Transit Administration funding.

- The improvements were literally top to bottom, including the
Samaa roOfIng as well as the flooring among other improvements.
o= The facility performs general preventive maintenance as well

a7 i ? as repairs to the DARTS bus fleet.

tions and recognize all of the hard work that goes into keep-
ing their buses in good repair, and we congratulate DARTS
and the Mississippi DOT for working to keep public transit
safe and reliable. When transit is how you get to work, or to a doctor’s appointment, it really mat-
ters that the bus is on time, and the upgrades to this facility will help make sure that transit in the
Delta remains dependable. Public transportation in rural areas is not a luxury but a lifeline for
hard-working families, seniors, veterans, individuals with disabilities, tribal residents, and others.

% Many people living in rural commumt.les depend on transit options to trav-

el to work and other destinations. So, it's not surprising that demand for
public transportation in these areas has been rising. Between 2008 and
2012, the number of rural transit operators in the United States grew by
nearly 6 percent, and 10 percent more trips are being provided, totaling
142 million trips in 2012.

Transit is an increasingly important part of life for a rapidly growing num-
ber of rural Americans, and FTA is proud to be able to help them stay on
the move.

= (Posted by Therese McMillan in Fast Lane— The Official Blog of the
US Department of Transportation on April 24, 2014.

We encourage you to share innovative ideas, techniques and uplitting stories about your transit system and/or a special client.
Please email newsletter topic ideas to Charles Husband @ chusband@mdot.state.ms.us



. Training Activities
0
¢ Quarterly Conference Calls:
¢
¢ MPTA Annual Conference
0
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