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N E W S L E T T E R

On June 27th the Mississippi 
Department of Transportation 
was awarded $400,000 
from FHWA for AMBER Plan 
Implementation Assistance 
Program activities in the State 
of Mississippi.  

MDOT applied for the funds 
in early June, citing the im-
plementation of a Jackson 
Regional 511 system as the 
first phase of the project to ex-
pand the Mississippi traveler 
information network and im-
prove the wide area broadcast 
capability of AMBER Alerts 
along with integration of the 
Alerts into the Mississippi ITS 
Program.  

Moreover, the funds will be 
used to improve the effec-
tiveness and efficiency of the 
State’s AMBER Alert system 

through integration with its 
GoMDOT/MSTraffic Web site, 
changeable and dynamic mes-
sage signing systems, and vari-
ous media interfaces as part of 
the Mississippi traveler infor-
mation network.  This will be 
accomplished by expanding 
the capability for wide area 
alerts to motorists through the 
development and implemen-
tation of a Mississippi 511 Pilot 
Project in central Mississippi, 
namely, the Jackson, MS re-
gion comprised of Madison, 
Hinds and Rankin Counties.

This development of the 
Mississippi 511 Pilot Project 
will begin in September 2008, 
with RFPs to be released in 
early 2009.  The project is 
scheduled to be complete in 
January of 2010.

MDOT Receives Grant to Deploy Amber Alert 
System Utilizing a Regional 511 System

MDOT Statewide 
Traffic Management 
Center Goes LIVE 
The Statewide Traffic Management 
Center (TMC) in Jackson is sched-
uled to go LIVE in mid-August.  The 
TMC will be operated from 6AM to 
8PM Monday through Friday, pro-
viding motorists real-time travel 
information.  

Staff at the TMC will use closed 
circuit television cameras (CCTV) 
to monitor traffic flow on the in-
terstates and arterials and will re-
spond to incidents by placing real-
time messages on the Jackson area 
Dynamic Message Signs (DMS), 
immediately notifying the appro-
priate emergency response per-
sonnel, and posting incident alerts 
on MStraffic.com (automatically 
emailed to subscribers).  

Over the past few months op-
erators and TMC staff have been 
training and developing the ap-
propriate operating procedures 
in preparation for live operations.  
In regards to going live, the TMC 
Manager John Gilligan states, “We 
have been working hard to en-
sure that we have the appropriate 
procedures and contacts in place 
to best serve the traveling public 
in Mississippi.  We are excited and 
anxious about going live.  We will 
finally be able to give Mississippi 
motorists a heads-up about what’s 
going on on the road ahead, allow-
ing them to make more informed 
travel decisions.”



Lyman Tower Project
Construction complete•	
Includes installation of •	
tower to provide for 
collection point for 
Hwy90 wireless system

US 49 @ SR 53
Plans in development•	
Includes installation of •	
VDS for all approaches

US 90 Restoration Project
Construction •	
continues
Includes wireless radio •	
interconnects, traffic 
signals, controller 
upgrades, video 
detection and traffic 
monitoring devices

SR 601 @ I-10 Interchange 
Project

Plans in development•	
Includes fiber optic •	
trunk installation and 
installation of DMS, 
CCTV and VDS

Hwy 51 Signal and Fiber 
Installation Projects 

Construction •	
continues
Includes fiber optic •	
trunk installation and 
signal interconnects

I-55 Expansion Project 
Plans in development •	
Includes fiber optic •	
trunk installation, 
CCTV, DMS and RDS

Jackson Metro 
Incident 
Management 
Project 

Construction •	
near completion
Includes •	
installation 
of 9 DMS and ITS 
components on I-20, 
I-55 and US-49

Reservoir ITS Project
Construction •	
continues
Includes fiber optic •	
cable installation down 
Spillway Road

US 49 Widening Project
Plans developed•	
Includes fiber optic •	
trunk installation

Hwy 49 Fiber and Signal 
Upgrades

Construction •	
continues
Includes fiber optic •	
trunk installation and 
signal interconnects

Hardy St. Project
Construction •	
continues
Includes fiber optic •	
trunk installation, 
traffic signal 
interconnects, CCTV 
and RDS

Statewide ITS Integrator 
Project

On-going •	
Provides Engineering •	
services and oversight 
to ITS program

Desoto County Incident 
Management Project

Bids received•	
Includes DMS, CCTV •	
and fiber optic 
cable connection to 
Tennessee system

I-269 Roadway 
Construction Project

Plans in development•	
Includes fiber optic •	
trunk installation and 
ITS devices along some 
segments

Oxford ITS Project 
Construction complete•	
Provides a co-located •	
TOC inside Oxford 
Police Station, 
CCTV and signal 
interconnections

SR 6 @ Jackson Ave. 
Interchange

Plans in development•	
Includes fiber optic •	
trunk installation, CCTV 
and other ITS devices 
at interchange

City of Jackson ITS 
Project 

Under Construction •	
Includes installation •	
of fiber optic cable 
and CCTV at selected 
intersections

MS 463 Signal Project 
Construction •	
continues
Includes fiber optic •	
trunk installation, 
CCTV and signal 
interconnectionsC
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DeSoto County Incident 
Management Project 
Released for Bid
MDOT’s DeSoto County Incident 
Management Project was re-
leased for bid in July.  The esti-
mated $680,000 project includes the 
installation of a dynamic message sign 
on I-55 northbound in Southaven, 
2  CCTV cameras, 2 radar detection 
devices, as well as a fiber communications link between 
the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) 
and MDOT networks.  

The project is on a fast-track construction time-line 
and is scheduled to be operational by August 2009.  
Once complete, operators in the Statewide Traffic 
Management Center and Northwest Regional Traffic 
Management Center will work together with TDOT op-
erators to provide real-time traveler information to mo-
torists and commuters traveling between Memphis and 
Southaven.  

Mike Stokes, MDOT’s ITS Program Manager, is anxious 
and excited to get this project off the ground.  “This is 
just the beginning of our long-term goal to connect our 
MSTraffic network to ITS networks in Mississippi’s neigh-
boring states.  We are thrilled to be able to connect to 
and work with TDOT, as this project is aimed to assist 
motorists that travel daily between our two states.”   

MDOT Statewide Traffic 
Management Center & 
MStraffic.com Quick-Stats
MSTraffic.com Users:

Currently, there are 1926 people subscribed to •	
receive email alerts on MSTraffic.com - 932 are 
subscribed to receive alerts for Hinds, Rankin, and 
Madison Counties.

There are 112 new subscribers, about a 5% in-•	
crease, since April.  

MSTraffic.com Alerts:

Total live alerts sent out for June: 171.  •	

Of those 171, 137 were original alerts and 34 were •	
updates or cancel/clear. 

Of the 137 originals, 11 were incidents and 126 •	
were construction/maintenance. 

In addition to the construction and maintenance alerts 
MDOT currently posts, MDOT will begin posting traffic 
incident alerts on MSTraffic.com in August 2008.  These 
alerts will provide details on the incident type, location, 
and status along with the affected lanes, the impact to 
traffic and an estimated duration.  

This new service comes as part of MDOT’s opening of the 
Statewide Traffic Management Center (TMC) in Jackson.  
Initially, these alerts will be focused in the Jackson Metro 
area; however, as the state’s network of traffic cameras 
expands and additional regional TMCs are staffed and 
operational, the service area for these alerts will expand 
as well.  

Subscribers will be able to receive incident alerts via email 
and will know in advance where the trouble spots are so 
that they can avoid them.   To subscribe to this new ser-
vice and receive email updates of incident alerts in your 
area visit www.mstraffic.com.

New to MSTraffic:  Real-time Traffic Incident Alerts
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of the Intelligent 
Transportation 
Society of 
America; Greg 
Kruger, the ITS 
Program Manager 
of the Michigan 
Department of 
Transportation 
and renowned 
Vehicle 
Infrastructure 
Integration ex-
pert; and Melinda 
McGrath, MDOT’s 
Deputy Executive Director and Chief 
Engineer.

For more information on the forum, 
please contact the MDOT Outreach 
Division at 601-359-7017 or visit: 
http://www.gomdot.com/Home/
UpcomingEvents/Conferences/ITS/ITS.
aspx

Melinda McGrath, 
Deputy Executive 

Director/Chief 
Engineer, MDOT

on current and planned ITS programs 
and MDOT projects (as well as projects 
planned by cities, counties, and other 
municipalities), and state-of-the-prac-
tice presentations on ITS technology 
and applications.

Technology presentations on ACS 
Lite, Advanced Data Collection, Transit 
Applications, Statewide 511 and 
Wireless Technology will give attend-
ees an in-depth look at different appli-
cations for ITS.  Regional Stakeholder 
Deployment Workshops will allow 
attendees to interact with regional 
stakeholders and prioritize future ITS 
deployment projects.  

Special guests and distinguished 
speakers include keynote speaker 
Emiliano Lopez, the ITS Operations 
Deployment Manager for USDOT; 
Thomas Kern, Executive Vice President 

The Mississippi Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) will hold its 
1st Annual ITS Mississippi Forum in 
Choctaw, MS at the Silver Star Resort, 
August 5th thru 7th.  For the first 
ever event of this type in the state of 
Mississippi, the ITS Mississippi Forum 
has peaked a wealth of interest as it 
draws a rather large and diverse group.  
Over 150 engineers, planners, consul-
tants, vendors, law enforcement, tran-
sit providers, and others from around 
the state and from neighboring states 
will be attending the event.  

The Forum will provide attendees 
with useful and informative details 

Installation of 9 
Dynamic Message 
Signs (DMS) in Jackson 
is scheduled for com-
pletion in early August 
2008.  The signs are 
currently  undergo-
ing testing to ensure 
they are configured 
and communicat-
ing effectively with 
the Statewide Traffic 
Management Center 
in Jackson.   

Once installation and testing is 
complete, the signs will be used 
to alert motorists of traffic condi-
tions in Jackson and to relay AMBER 
Alerts.  The signs (which are being 
installed as part of MDOT’s Jackson 
Metro Incident Management 
Project), began appearing over local 

MDOT Holds its  
1st Annual ITS 
Mississippi Forum

-  M D O T  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  - 

It is the Mission of the Mississippi Department of Transportation to use ITS 
technologies to improve the quality of life for State residents and visitors by 
providing more reliable, informative, safer, and flexible passenger and freight 
multi-modal transportation services.

Ask Mike
Q&A with Mike Stokes, MDOT 

ITS Program Manager.

Q:  With the increasing gas prices, 
do you feel that ITS is even more 
important than before?

A:  Yes.  It affects the individual 
travelers’ pocket books when 
they have to sit in congestion 
and are burning gas unnecessar-
ily.  Moreover, when it comes to 
small businesses with delivery 
services, the price of gas cou-
pled with traffic and congestion 
can really affect their bottom 
line. The quicker and more effi-
cient we are about giving them 
information on congestion the 
easier it will be for them to alter 
their route, saving them time 
and money.  The more efficiently 
we can move cars through a 
corridor (like Lakeland Drive for 
example), the less stops and 
starts, the less gas it takes, and 
that’s more money saved for 
Mississippi travelers.

expressways in May 2008 and are the 
first DMS in the state.  

The use of DMS will allow MDOT to 
more efficiently provide real-time 
traveler information regarding traffic 
incidents, construction work zones, 
maintenance activities, road clo-
sures, and other alerts that will assist 
the motorist in making an informed 
decision. 

Jackson Area Dynamic Message  
Sign Installation Nears Completion
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